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1. Purpose

Besides introducing Unit staff to cloze test procedure the project had two
purposes. The first was specific, namely, to measure the performance of a
croup of non-native spcakers {NNS) against that of a “matched” group of
native speakers {N8). The second was more general, namely, to make a very
tentative exploration of the problems involved in the creation and adminis-
tration of a cloze type test and the possible uses which it might have in assess-
ment procedures or as an instrument of operational rescarch in our task of
investigating rcading comprehension instruction and learning.

2. Characteristics of non-native speakers (NNS)

The 22 NNS were self-sclected in that they registered voluntarily for an
“Examen de 'Traduccion’ (Reading Comprehension cxamination) in the
Fucullad de Medicine Velerinaria y Zootecnia, Faculty of Veterinary Seience,
UNAM (National Autonomous University of Mexico).? All were under-
egraduates In that Faculty.

No. of students Semester
6 3
1 1
1 fl
6 4
8 10 {lMinal)

! The autlhors would like to acknowledpo the coniribution to the gatbering and
analysis of the data for thiz paper made by Beverly Klaseen, Laura Cao-Romers and
Dorotes Litvak.

? Bee Mackay, K. et al. {1975a).

14+



212 R. MACKAY AND M, WILLIAMSON

Since they had all registered voluntarily we must assume that they regarded
themselves as competent to take the reading comprehension examination.

3. Characteristics of native speakers (N8)

The 61 subjects were all undergraduates of veterinary science in the Royal
(Dick) Sehool of Veterinary Studics in either their 3rd or 4th year of under-
graduate studies, All used English as their native language.

4. The examinaiton wsed

The “Examen de Traduccién’’ used consisted of 2 parts.?
Lart I was o reading text followed by multiple-choice questions.
Puart II was a cloze test,

4.1 The cloze test (soe Appendix I)

The passage was selected from a British textbook on Ethology? written in
particular for students taking agricultural, veterinary and animal science
courses at undergraduate lovel. The author is & senior lecturer in the Royal
{Dick) School of Veterinary Studies in the University of Edinburgh.

The passage contained one paragraph of 185 words. Fvery seventh word
was omitted except in two ingtances where we felt that undue difficulty would
be encountered by the students. Instead of 27 words omitted, therefore, only
25 words were omitted. These were made up of 7 nouns, & verhs, 4 articles,
3 adjectives, 3 prepositions, 2 connectors and 1 adverb.

4. Method of administration

8.1 Norn-native spealers

The students were each supplied with a copy of the cloze test and told to
read the instruetions. They were then asked if they bad any questions and the
teacher made any obscure points clear. They were then given 20 minutes to
complete the test.

5.2 Nalwe speakers

The test was administered to the NS group in the same way as it had
been to the NNS group.

* This was virtually the same examination as deseribed in Mackay, R. ot al. {1978b).
1 Tha textbook 13 Frazer, A, T, (1974).
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6. Kesults
Table 1. Resulls of cloze test
Non-Nutive Speakers Native Speakers
Students Score Students Heora
n-22 Total Possible-24 n-61 Total FPossible-24
1 (4.59) 15 (62.59) 30 (49.29) 24 {1009%,)
1 (4.59,) 13 (54.29) 21 (34.49) 23 (95.894)
1 (4.5%) 12 (50.09) 8 (13.19) 22 (91.79%)
1 (4.59%) 11 {45.8%) 2 (3.3%) 21 (87.59)
2 {9.19%,) 8 {33.39)
1 (4.5%) 7 (29.20)
2 (9.19%, 5 (20.89%)
5 (22.79) 4 (16.7°)
3 (13.69) 3 (12.5%,)
2 (9.19) 1 (4.19%)
3 (13.6°2)) ¢ (0)

7. Discussion

There was a general tendency among the NNS to leave progressively more
blanks unattempted:

Fable 2.
Sequence of ) Averago No. of
blanks in text | non-attempts to fill blanks

1-5 2
65— 10 6.8

11—15 11

16—20 12.4

21—25 15.6

Altogether 61,29, of the blanks were left unattempted by the NNS group. The
reason for this may be the incrcasing difficulty of selecting an appropriate
word to fill a blank as the number of non-attempts increases. The student in
this kind of situation has fewer and fewer cues upon which to rely ag the test
proceeds. No doubt morale drops and interest is reduced.

An analysis was carried out to determine whether any particular word
class caused more difficully than any other (Appendix T1} and also whether
any particular item within a class caused more or less difficulty than any
other,

Despite the facts that the numbcer of items in each word class varied and that
we are dealing with small numbers both of items and students we may make
some general observations on the results,
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The NNS group appear to have more difficulty with adverbs, prepositions,
connectors and vorbs and less diffienlty with articles, nouns and adjectives.
On the other hand, the NS group offered the greatest number of unacceptable
answers in verbs and nouns,

Before any conclusions can be drawn from these results or the trends
confirmed, further regsearch involving the careful control of word classes using
larger student samples would have to be carried out.

An analysis of the function in the sentence of each omitted word was done
and therchy an attempt made to relate difficulty to function {Appendix III),
Too little data is available for any conclusion to be drawn from the analysis.
Both these tvpes of analysis, i.e. those shown in Appendices Il and III, if
carried out systematically on larger samples of NNS than we were dealing
with, might provide wuseful information on specific areas of difficulty en-
countered by students. This information eould be used to determine the areas of
the language which should be focused upon with any group of learners and
hence be used to shape the syllabus content of the courso.

8. Recommendations

8.1 The following are recommendations Lo be observed in the preparation
and administration of future cloze tests.

i) Avoid difficulties due to inadequate mstructions.

The mmstructions to the NNS group did not explicitly state that only one word
was to he Inserted in each blanl:. Hence 0.03% of all the inscrtions consisted of
more than one word, However, in spite of the fact that instruetions to the NS
group did specify onc-word inscrtions, a number of attempts did ineclude groups
of words.

i2) Avoid difficulties due to format.

Blanks should all be of the same number of spaces and should appcar as
dottod or continuous lines.

#¢t) The first two sentences of the text should be left entire in order to provido &
eomprehensible introduction to tho toxt for the students.

8.2 Future research might usefully be ecarried out by using the cloze proce-
dure to determine the relative difficulty presented by the omission of
specific word classes and word classes performing specific functions. The
results obtained might indicate what word classes and what functions
(sentential ori nter-sentential) should receive more attention in the read-
ing classroom.
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Appendiz T

The Clovo Tests administered to NNS and NS

NON-NATIVE SPEAKERS
Apelbdos (Surnancs) Nombre {Namo)

{FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTRE)
CENTRO DE ENSENANZA DE LENGUAS EXTRANJERAS
REF ID/VET/TEST 75/A

Every seventh word in the following puragraph has been omiftod. Read the paragraph
carefully and put an appropriate word in each space 80 that the paragraph makes complete
BeNSC,

BEHAVIOUR AS A DPIAGNOSTIC AID
TO CLINICAL VETERINARY ETHOLOGY

While the behaviour of anormal healthy farm animal is clearly the

of many pcople, it 18 primarily veterinarian who is required

to underatand behavioursl activity. Increasingly the veterinary profes-

slon its attention dircceted towards conditions of , diseom-

fort, probable pain and deprivation in larm animals. These conditions arc stressors, and

stresg is & dizease the manifostations which are many. Appreciation

of this makes the veterinarian bettor able to ___animal usera

and producers inthe ___ . and acceptable conditions of maintenancc for animals in modern

hushandry. This newer for the veterinarian depends largely on

development of veterinary ethology and usc of abnorinal behaviour

a3 an to diagnosis. At the present stage the development
of veterinary ethology it impossible to deal with this topic _.__ . All that can
be done 18 __ congider a number of elinical eireumstances _

of an animal’s behaviour. Even this

diagnosis can be established on the

a full and accurate knowledge of normal bohavour of that typs of

animal on tho part of the
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NATIVE SPEAKERS

(FOREIGN LANGUAGE CENTRE)
CENTRO DE ENSENANZA DE LENGUAS EXTRANJTERAS
REF ID/VET/TEST 76/A

A number of words in the following paragraph have been omitted.

Read the paragraph carefully and put not more than ONE appropriate word into each
space 80 that the paragraph makes complete sense.

Please write in CAPITAL letters,

BEHAVIOUR AS A DIAGNOSTIC AID
TO CLINICAL YETERINARY ETHOLOGY

While the behaviour of r normal healthy farm animal iz clearly the

veterinarign who is

of many people, it is primarily

required to understand .- behavioural activity. Increasingly the veterinary

profession ifs attention directed towards conditions of %
discomfort, probable pain and deprivation In farm animals, Those conditions are stressors,

and stress 18 a direase the manifestations

which are many. Appreciation

of this makes the veterinarian better able to s animal

on users and produccrs in the . and acceptable eonditions of maintenance

for animals in modern husbandry. Thisnewer ____for the veterinarian depends largely

on development of veterinary ethology and ugc of abnormal _

behaviour as an to diagnosis. At the present stage the

development of veterinary ethology it impossible to deal with this topic
. All that can bo dono is________ consider a number of clinieal circumstances

e diagnosizs can be cstablished on the of an animal’a

behaviour. Even this _ a full and aceurate knowledge of

animal on the part of the ¥

normal behaviour of that type of
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Appendixz IT

Word class analysis for NNS and NS.
Clagses are listed from more to less difficult. The position of word within the test is indi- -

cated by the number preceding each wori.

NON.NATIVE SPEARERS

4 ' {ziven Other . tabl
T'E el i Angwers Acceptablo ;&ce{?p SR
(Class | A NEWers
|
fat Adverbs o 4 31.89;
18 comprehensively -, 68.19, B®
2nd Prepositions i
16 in 4.5% 13.69%, 50.09% B
7 of 18.19%, . 50.09
31.8% B
Jrd Clonnectors 0 45.4%,
20 where 4.59, 50.0% B
1 and g 36.39, 1.5, 54.5%
; 4.5% B
dth Verbs ' 81.8%
5 has i 0 0 18.19%, B
72 ARSUINES 0 O 31.897
: 68.19, B
- o g idh e = I T
I 3639, B
17 g 27,29, 0 ‘ 13.6%,
| 59.0% B
19 to (infinitive) 31.8%, . 0 22.7%
45.4% B
5th Avrticles | I 13.095
13 the ; 6.0%, 1.59% | 5449% B
14 tho | 18.19, 4.69, 9,09,
: 63,69, I
23 i the T e 0 18.19
| i 59.09 B
3 the ! 50.0% 0 40.09
| | 9.09% B
6th Nouns 81.89],
2 concern 0 4.5%, 13.69, B
25 cbeerver 0 4.5%, $.09%,
86.3°9, B
15 i aid | 9.099, 450 22.79,
' 63.6%, B

¢ B=unattempted blanks.
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cntd.
i i : _r_ — — e i M | : U R ]_J :_
Waord . iven Acceptubls niccepta e
| Class i Anawers _ il Answers
- A . i S
21 basis -‘ 0 : 9.099, 26.59/,
. 54.5% B
12 | rolo 0 : 31.89, 31.89
i i 36.3% B
6 : clistress O | a0.0%, 27.2% |
| 2279 B
8 Lact 0 5.5, 27.29
| 181% B
Ttk Adfectives | | 1%.19
24 i farm - .i U o __'. ____1_3 :ﬁ‘f{} 68.19] BL _
10 optirnun 0 ; T8 e 18.19;
| | 45.4% B
4 . abnormal N ) | 544% | 454% |
NATIVE SPEAKERS
"] | _ | Other ‘ . )
Word . Civen - Tnaceeptable
| Accoptable
Class ‘ Answers ‘ e | Anawers
Answers
Ist Verbs ! I 13.19
(22) ASHIINeS 0 : 85.2% | 1.69, B
{5) has 75.4% | 13.1% | 11.3%
(9) guide 3.29, ‘ 93,404 l 1.6%,
. | 1.6% B
(17) | is | 91.69% | 8.1% | Lo B
{19) i to (infinitive) | 100,085 | 0 | 0]
2nd Nouns | | o 1.6
£ B) distross 1.69, .: 94_.9% Lo J_’S
(21 | basis ] 39.3% 37895 1.69%, i
{2) | concern | 62.2% | 36.6% | 16% B
{12} | rolo | 29.5% | 74.8% | 0
{8) | Fact | 55.7% |  442% | 0 B
L N - e IS | A28 | is
{25) | observer | 0 | 1009, i 0
Srd | Adverbs i 1.6%
{18) | comprehensively 3.2% 80.3%, 14.7%, B
dth, Prepositions |
{16) in ! 60.62) 36.09, 3.805
{7) of 1009, 0 | 0
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Waord I gt Usier Tnacceptahl
Answers Acceptablo g mEis
! Class PRt _i Answors
ath {lonnectors I
{200 where 59.09; : 32,37, 1.69%,
(1) | and | 68.8%, | 20.5%, | 1.6% B
A S . B B
{10) ‘ optimum - 0 | 096.74%, : 1.6%, 13
(24) 7| farm | 59.0%, | 39.39% | 1.6% B
e % e Tl s
Tth Avrticles | i
(23) ‘ the i 93.49, | 4.9/, 1.69, B
(14) [ the B - 72.1% | 27.8% | 0 =
{13) the T 82329, | 19.69% | 0
(3) E | 100% 1 0 | o 7
REFERENCIZH

Fraser, A, F. 1974, Farm animal behaviowr. London: Baillioro Tindall.

Mackay, R. ot al. 1978a. *Basic information gathering project’”. Research Development
Unit, fleport I. Unidad de Investigacion y Dezarrolle. CELE, TUNAM.

Mackay, R. et al, 1975b. “A projoct in English for specific purposes: a trial course in

reading comprehonsion for

students in the Facultad de Medicina Veterinaria y

Zootocnia''. Research Development Unit, Report 2. Unidad de Investipacidn y Desar-
rollo, CELE, UNAM.



B, MACKAY AND M. WILLTAMSON

220

i SIIUrBTUSS esne[ quepuadepur jo g36fqo iy _ ULFIUCY (&)
| SNNON i
i quswepdurod qoelgns jo JSUTHLIGNNT Y3 (2)
i 190(qo guoarp Bunfypomt
£ -380d asenyd ruoryizodosd ur sourmreaT 5141 {ez)
il | wopwodsad yo sdie yym (g[) Fur|

e uorizodaad jo sidiy |-ao(og asviyd ppuonsodard w zeumiLiee g Y {F1)
“ 1 glea m_nﬂ ﬁ.ﬁﬁﬂmm&%ﬁﬁcm B MEEDH 311 (e1)

-auny estayd reucnsoedard ur JauuIIoga(f SHTOILEY
b _ T _ asuayd qraa 931Ul-wou Ul m.bm_t.s..@:H _ c.wl.m , (G1)
S .mm.__,xim_:_ ON | | o aseayd quoa oyuLy | - I.H £ | h_J.
IIFRIUAY _ opuBuoN | oseiyd gioa @IUY-UCWU Wl AAIJIULUT _ aprndi | (6)

- 13I8 UAQ o :H.Hclmucnm oy Sungepoz | paefque  wiioz-oxd a.,__._._.?.H. g 7|

uwomsnLIoyul qesd Junrwdor] | -sucwop Ag pepooord osvayd qisa agary FIULNETT (zz)
oHBIULR odwnred | 320{qo ge0mp £q opdporyred | R * (@)

tiogy Areiixne jo golperedagy | 9swd urosy pojwrwdos ATIeIXne oAlseJ QM AA
e :I.anm,.md%mg Ul PF U0 PI0s JSILY _ 1oelgns W:mwm%ﬁ.ﬁ moﬂﬁwn;. pe Sutuoluon _ mv:mvu_ HZI }
i uotjounues w:mﬁn%ac&z.w. pLFYT | .. no.wlu

SHOLOHNNOD

quetie[duwcn prucijisodord ; T _
EIR)STOL QN e JUI0B  eRNBR-Ua quamIc)duios goelgns .

posore] ‘uonsod vommmosu | Sudympour-qeod  asvagd  peuovnsodaag fo (£}
soseryd mu,m.:ﬁ E._.hﬂ_m L wl E_r“_

anyrey Uiy reuonywoderd Jo oousnbag |-1sodaad v dwdppour ssvayd [ruonsedord (YNOTIISOJITHS
Mu_o:u 1BOIXa] U0 AN jounipy Emaﬂwmﬁwﬁw.ﬁmﬁﬂtﬁ {§1)

sl | SHUYHAAQV

SN £q epew NN 405 e
oxegsIuT 30 od4 [, Aymogmp o1qmsog e L HHHH?M

GN 4q opvur axyejst 3o ad4y oy puv GNN J0F AFMOGHDP 0} UCHB[M puw ucipouny Jo swAeuy

TIT xrpusddy



	Mackay&William0001.JPG
	Mackay&William0002.JPG
	Mackay&William0003.JPG
	Mackay&William0004.JPG
	Mackay&William0005.JPG
	Mackay&William0006.JPG

